
 

April 24, 2018 

Helping Our At-Risk Students 

In the Constitution of the state of Illinois, ARTICLE X EDUCATION, SECTION 1, reads that “A fundamental goal of 

the People of the State is the educational development of all persons to the limits of their capacities. The State 

shall provide for an efficient system of high quality public educational institutions and services.” 

In line with our Constitution, I introduced House Bill 4205, which aims to address the needs of at-risk grade 

school and high school students. The bill requires schools to recognize at-risk students and then connect them to 

support services. If HB 4205 would become a law, beginning with the 2018-2019 school year, a school board 

shall require its schools to connect at-risk students in need of academic or social-emotional support to either 

community-based or in-school support.  

An "at-risk student" means a student who meets any of the following: 

 Failed 2 or more classes in the immediately preceding school semester 

 Experiencing a decline in his or her grade point average of more than 2 points on a 4.0 scale, or its 

equivalent on another scale, compared to the immediately preceding school semester 

 Is a chronic truant 

 Has been suspended more than 3 times 

 Is homeless or at-risk of becoming homeless 

 Is under the legal custody of the Department of Children and Family Services 

 Is the subject of an investigation conducted by the Department of Children and Family Services 

 Displays recurring violent behaviors, including, but not limited to, fighting or threatening other students 

or school personnel. 

The academic or social-emotional support may include, but is not limited to, any of the following:  

 Individual or small-group tutoring 

 A summer school program 

 A mentoring program 

 An evaluation for the purpose of placing the student in an IEP or Section 504 plan 

 Meeting with an academic advisor. 
 
Each school district shall inform the parent or guardian of an at-risk student about the community-based or in-

school academic support available in that school district or the community in which the school district is located. 



 Follow this link to the legislation:  

http://ilga.gov/legislation/fulltext.asp?DocName=10000HB4205ham001&GA=100&SessionId=91&DocTypeId=H

B&LegID=108521&DocNum=4205&GAID=14&Session= 

I feel that no student should fall through the cracks in any of Illinois' public schools. We know that some 

students need additional resources to cross the finish line and have a successful and less stressful school career.   

As legislators and policymakers, it's our goal to pass meaningful legislation without unintended consequences 

that could negatively impact students and schools. I have partnered with my colleague state Rep. Tony 

McCombie from downstate Savanna to survey school superintendents and others to craft the best language to 

support the needs of at-risk students.  Our goal is to direct resources to those at-risk students who need 

assistance the most – with the goal of giving them the best opportunities and best chances to succeed in school 

and in life.  

 Sincerely,  

 

La Shawn K. Ford 

State Representative-Eighth District 
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