
 

March 13, 2018 

Firearm Public Awareness 

Young people all over the country, including here in Chicago, have remained active, motivated and mobilized to 

create change in the wake of the shooting at Parkland, Florida. We have to make sure that our children feel safe 

and ARE safe when they go to school, and we need the whole community to be involved to discuss what should 

be done. 

As a way to formulate legislative answers to combat the countless instances of gun violence that are occurring 

every day in the city of Chicago and cities all throughout the country, I passed legislation creating the Illinois 

Firearm Public Awareness Task Force, and I have been appointed as Chairman of the Task Force by House 

leadership. 

In order to craft the best solutions to problems plaguing our communities, we have to take a hard look at real 

data on guns, gun crimes and the underlying causes of gun violence. These solutions have to take into 

consideration a variety of factors, including the implementation of conceal carry laws in Illinois, shootings by 

geographic location, where guns in crimes are being sold and how guns are transported to retailers. We have to 

look at who is able to buy guns, and what types of guns are being bought and sold. We have to look at mental 

health laws and treatment for those individuals with mental health conditions, and their access to firearms.  

House Resolution 648 is a measure that passed the House and will reconstitute the Firearm Public Awareness 

Task Force, a 21-member, bipartisan task force made up of experts, law enforcement, school administration, the 

National Rifle Association and others. The purpose of this task force is to gather data and study a multitude of 

gun violence-related items to find common ground on gun issues leading to solutions.  

It is abundantly clear that in the conversation about guns, the parties have been just talking right past each 

other, with neither side attempting to hear the other out. This Task Force will be about the facts and figures in 

the current climate - this is hopefully a way by which we are going to be able to reach common ground. 

The Firearm Public Awareness Task Force will hold public hearings and is required by the statute to issue a 

written report of its findings and recommendations to the Illinois General Assembly by the end of the 100th 

General Assembly, and I invite everyone to express their opinions and ideas so we can make our communities 

safer for all. 

Sincerely,  



 

La Shawn K. Ford 

State Representative-Eighth District 


