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Rep. Ford Proposes Pay for  
Local School Council Members  

CHICAGO – State Rep. La Shawn K. Ford (D-Chicago) proposes pay linked to improved school 
performance for elected Local School Council (LSC) members.  At a Westside Local School Council 
Convention on February 18, Rep. Ford advocated for stronger and more involved LSCs.  LSCs were 
established in 1988 when the Chicago School Reform Act was passed.  By law, LSCs play a role in 
decision-making at the local school level. 

Ford made this statement: “LSCs play a major rule in shaping the future of schools and communities.  
If we are going to allow them to continue to run our schools, we have to support them and demand 
progress.  LSCs members have the responsibility of working on school improvement, school budgets, 
principal evaluations, and principal retention and selection.  These are the keys to the quality of each 
school.  It is important that we support those who are committed to improving and turning our schools 
around.  If we pay federal, state, county and city officials, I think we should find a way to pay our LSC 
members.  They give up their time and energy and should be rewarded for success.  In this proposal, 
pay should be linked to improvement of the school.” 
 

Ford continued: “I am a strong supporter of Article X of the Illinois Constitution, and I believe that, by 
law, Illinois must provide a free and efficient system of high-quality public educational institutions and 
services.  Local School Council members are strong leaders in the community.  We must increase the 
number of students meeting and exceeding state standards, the number of students reading at or 
above grade level, and the number of students graduating and moving on to higher education.  With 
the support of compensation for elected members, Local School Councils can be empowered to 
reshape the failing schools in our communities.”  
 
Ford concluded, “I urge people to fill out the paperwork to run for their LSC.”  The deadline for filing 
paperwork is March 8, 2012 at their local schools and March 1, 2012 at the Central Office, located at 
125 S. Clark St, Chicago.  Election Day for LSCs for elementary schools is April 18, 2012, 6 a.m. - 7 
p.m.  Election Day for LSCs for high schools is April 19, 2012, from 6 a.m. to 7 p.m.  

For more information, please call one of Rep. Ford’s constituent service offices at (773) 378-5902 or 
(708) 445-3673, or visit www.lashawnford.com. 


