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FOP, Police Higher-Ups & Police Board  

Fail Our Police and Laquan McDonald 
 

CHICAGO – Illinois State Representative La Shawn K. Ford, D-Chicago, calls for the Fraternal Order of Police (FOP) 

to protect Chicago officers and the people of Chicago. Ford states that he believes that the current contract between the 

city of Chicago and the FOP prevents the establishment of much needed reforms that would help to build trust between 

officers of the Chicago Police Department and community residents. “Currently, tensions are running high between 

communities in Chicago and the police,” said Ford. “The shooting of Laquan McDonald further strained those relations.” 

  

“Our police and our city need trust right now, and we need to come together,” said Ford. “The unfortunate killing of 

Laquan McDonald should be a wakeup call to the FOP that reform must be imminent, effective and real. The current 

contract between the FOP and the city of Chicago is preventing the crucial reforms that the police department and our city 

needs.” 

 

Fraternal Order of Police Lodge 7 is the union that represents some 12,000 rank-and-file officers in the Chicago Police 

Department. “The FOP cannot continue to believe that they exist only to protect police officers,” said Ford. “If that’s what 

they think, then they have forgotten what being a police officer is. If the FOP truly believes that their duty is to serve and 

protect, they should encourage reforms that would produce stable working relationships with the people they are sworn to 

protect. This is good for the community as well as for the police serving on our streets.” 

 

“In addition, I urge Illinois Attorney General Lisa Madigan to investigate Garry McCarthy and other police department 

supervisors regarding their cover-up of coordinated police reports of the killing of Laquan McDonald,” said Ford. A 

special grand jury charged just lower-level cops - a detective and two patrol officers - even though several other higher-

ups had been recommended for firing for their actions by the city inspector general’s office. 

 

According to the Chicago Tribune, the MacArthur Justice Center at Northwestern University Pritzker School of Law said 

the inability to indict supervisors involved in the alleged cover-up showed the weaknesses of the criminal justice system 

in rooting out what it called a “culture of corruption” and underscored the need for a court decree overhauling the Police 

Department’s operations. 

 

“Also in addition, I urge Illinois Attorney General Lisa Madigan to investigate whether former Police Board President 

Lori Lightfoot, who was appointed by Mayor Emanuel, played a role in obstructing the release of the dash-cam video of 

the killing of Laquan McDonald,” said Ford. According to the Chicago Sun-Times, at that time, Lightfoot was quoted as 

saying the video was withheld - not to get Emanuel safely past the April, 2015 mayoral run-off - but “to give deference to 

the state and federal investigations that were ongoing.” “It is very possible that there was a coordinated effort to suppress 

the dash-cam video; to move forward as a city, we need the whole truth,” said Ford. 

 

Ford represents the Eighth District, which contains parts of Chicago’s Austin neighborhood and portions of Berwyn, 

Brookfield, Forest Park, La Grange, La Grange Park, North Riverside and Oak Park. For more information, please contact 

Rep. Ford’s district office at 773-378-5902 or visit www.LaShawnFord.com. 
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