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Ford Files HB6604 To Put A Ten Year Freeze On 

Water And Sewer Taxes  
 

 
SPRINGFIELD- Rep. La Shawn K Ford, D-Chicago, filed HB6604 today to put a ten year freeze on sewer and 

water taxes. This legislation comes after Chicago’s City Council passed the mayor’s ordinance to increase taxes 

on water and sewer rates. The water tax hike is designed to help pay into the municipal employees pension fund. 

 

“I look forward to working with the city to help pass a fair tax in Illinois to help Chicago and all Illinois tax 

payers,” said Ford. “As of now, the ordinance has passed, but there is still a chance that it will not be enough. 

When that happens, HB6604 is legislation to ensure that Chicago residents are not going to be stuck with 

another rate increase for water and sewer services for at least 10 years.” 

 

HB6604 Synopsis as introduced: 

 

Amends the Illinois Municipal Code. Creates the Water and Sewer Tax Relief Division of the Municipal 

Utilities of the Code. Provides that for period of 10 years after the effective date of this amendatory Act, a 

municipality with a population of more than 1,000,000 may not increase: (1) the amount or rate of any tax 

imposed on the provision or sale of water, utility, or sewer service, or any combination thereof; or (2) the 

amount or rate of any charge or fee imposed for the provision or sale of water, utility, or sewer service, or any 

combination thereof. Limits home rules powers, Effective immediately.  

 

“A lot of families in Chicago are barely staying afloat, and another tax increase on utilities can become 

detrimental,” said Ford. “It is important that we find another avenue to provide the pensions to those who served 

our city, but not by hurting the finances of those currently residing in it.”  

 

Additional information about HB6604 can be found by clicking here: Bill Status of HB6604  

 

For more information, contact one of Ford’s constituent service offices: 816 S. Oak Park Avenue in Oak Park 

at 708-445-3673, 4800 W. Chicago Avenue in Chicago at 773-378-5902 or in the Stratton Office Building in 

Springfield at 217-782-5962, or visit www.lashawnford.com. 
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