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Boy Scouts of America Invites Families to Register for Scouting by Sept. 17"
and Get a Free Model Rocket to Build and Launch!

Chicagp, IL — The Boy Scouts of America (BSA) is imiting families across Chicagdand,
Northwest Indiana and Southern YWsconsin to register for Scouting on Segtember 17" at
an dementary schod near them and receive a free model rocket they'll get to launch at
ewvents throughout the regon a few weeks later.

The "Hast into Scouting” campaign is aimed at introducing families to the BSA's positive and
fun-focused pogram called Cub Scouts, which is open to boys in first through fifth grade. In
Cub Scouts, boys learn leadership and life skills while participating in adwentures ranging
from kuilding pinewood derty cars and assemiing robots to enjpoying the great cutdoors and
helping others throuch its strong focus on community service.

"l cammend the Boy Scouts of America on its character and its drive to make this valuakle
program availakbie to every boy. | encourage people to take advantage of this opportunity o
join Scouting, as this program is an important assetin impoving our communities," said La
Shawn K. Ford, a memter of the lllinois House of Repesentatives and local vice president
of memkbership for the BSA.

MNow in its second century of sering youth and families, the BSA is kuilding off its first
hundred years hyincorporating mare science, engnesring, and technology-kased
programs to reach ewven more young people. Presenting new memters with their own
rockets and a platform to launch them is just one of many examples of Scouting's forward-
thinking pograms.

Regional Scouting Executive Fred Wallace said, "\ are thrilled with the support we've
received from so many schools and ecucatars and are truly indebted to our campaion
partners and sponsars; Trails-End Popcorn-a division of Weaver popcorn, and the
Uniwversity of lllinois Chicago, which koth recognize the importance of instilling fundamental

pinciges in young peogde.”

Thousanck of BSA wolunteers will ke in local elementary schools from 7-8 pim. on
Septernber 177 fo answer gquestions, register new memkers and hand out free model
rockets and an invitaion to launch them. It costs $32 to join Scouting kut all boys can
kecome Scouts regardess of a family's akility 1o pay.

Interested families should visit BlasiinioScouling .orq o find a local paticipaling
schodl or to register for Scouting online. Those who sign up online by September
17'" will alsoreceive a free model rocket.
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*Media is invited to the launch parties. Please view the attached flyer for a list of launch
times and locations. Contact Marketing and Public Relations Director Kate Jacobs at
Kate.Jacobs @Scouting.org if you plan to attend.

The Boy Scouts of America is one of the nation's largest and most prominent values-based youth
development organizations. The BSA provides a program for young people that builds character, trains them in
the responsibilities of participating citizenship, and develops personal fitness.

For over a century, the BSA has helped build the future leaders of this country by combining educational
activities and lifelong values with fun. The Boy Scouts of America believes — and, through over a century of
experience, knows — that helping youth is a key to building a more conscientious, responsible, and productive
society.
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