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Ford Aims to Amend Illinois’ Election Code  

 

CHICAGO- Today, on Election Day 2014, state Representative La Shawn K. Ford, D-Chicago, 

announces that he has filed legislation to amend the Election Code for the state of Illinois.  Current law 

prohibits citizens from taking a personal photo of themselves or their ballot at the time of voting.  “For 

some people, voting is a personal day of pride, and for some it is an historic day,” said Ford.  “A law 

that criminalizes an individual for taking a photo during a personal moment is unfair and could reduce 

the will of people to participate in the electoral process. Illinois should not reduce the joy of voting by 

imposing felonies on those taking part in the election process.  Many people make the process a family 

occasion, and photos can be used to memorialize the moment.” 

 

It is thought this law was originally put into force to discourage the buying and selling of votes.  Ford 

said that his proposed legislation addresses this concern.  Ford has introduced House Bill 6314 

(http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/fulltext.asp?DocName=&SessionId=85&GA=98&DocTypeId=HB&

DocNum=6314&GAID=12&LegID=83030&SpecSess=&Session=), which provides that a person is 

not prohibited from photographing his or her own ballot at any time during the voting process or from 

viewing a photograph of a completed or partially completed ballot. Current law provides that a person 

who gives, promises to give, or receives any money or other valuable consideration in connection with 

the dissemination or viewing of such a photograph is guilty of a Class 4 felony. 

 

“This is the first step to totally decriminalize the law, and to eventually make the penalty a fine rather 

than a felony for both parties if they are found guilty of buying or selling votes,” said Ford. “The 

revenue collected from the fines could be used to support our electoral operations in Illinois.”  

  

For more information, contact one of Ford’s constituent service offices: 816 S. Oak Park Avenue in 

Oak Park at 708-445-3673, 4800 W. Chicago Avenue in Chicago at 773-378-5902 or in the Stratton 

Office Building in Springfield at 217-782-5962.  

http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/fulltext.asp?DocName=&SessionId=85&GA=98&DocTypeId=HB&DocNum=6314&GAID=12&LegID=83030&SpecSess=&Session=
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/fulltext.asp?DocName=&SessionId=85&GA=98&DocTypeId=HB&DocNum=6314&GAID=12&LegID=83030&SpecSess=&Session=
tel:708-445-3673
tel:773-378-5902
tel:217-782-5962

