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Ford Hails CTA Improvements in Austin  

CHICAGO – Hearing the concerns of members of the Austin community through Austin’s Parents Political University 

and working with the Chicago Transit Authority (CTA), state Rep. La Shawn K. Ford (D-Chicago) hails improvements in 

the CTA bus and train routes in the Austin community on the West Side of Chicago announced today, just weeks after CTA 

President Forrest Claypool and his staff toured the affected areas with Rep. Ford and community members. 

 

Improvements will include extending the #85 Central Ave bus route south on Central Avenue to Roosevelt Road to reach 

Rockne Stadium and the businesses located in the area. The turnaround will feature landscaping and bus shelters, and CTA 

customers will be able to transfer between three bus routes, including the #85 Central Avenue, the #12 Roosevelt Road, and 

the #91 Austin Boulevard, which will be extended and modified to serve the turnaround.  The construction will be 

completed in 2015. 

 

"We also requested that the #57 Laramie Avenue bus be re-routed to serve the Secretary of State's office west of Laramie,” 

said Ford. “Currently, the #57 route stops 1 1/2 blocks away from the Secretary of State's office, forcing people to walk 1 

1/2 to do business with the state.  After President's Claypool tour of Austin, the CTA's traffic planners made a site visit to 

the Secretary of State's office and found the geometry and configuration of the parking lot does not currently permit CTA 

buses to enter or exit the parking lot. We are actively working with the Secretary of State's office to try to facilitate turning 

CTA buses in the parking lot which would allow CTA 's customers using #57 Laramie bus to board within the parking lot, 

and then the bus would exit west onto Lexington Avenue,” said Ford.  President Claypool said, "If changes to the parking 

lot are feasible, we will provide our bus requirements to staff from the Secretary of State's office." 

 

Also discussed and now under consideration by the CTA is extending the #57 Laramie bus north from Grand Avenue to 

Belmont Avenue to make it more convenient for students in north Austin to reach Foreman High School at Leclaire and 

Belmont.  “Austin’s Parent Political University is also working to have a Metra stop on Cicero/Mandela Road,” said Ford. 

“It is important to have Metra stop in the heart of Austin to connect residents to employment in the suburbs.” 

 

“An adequate and accommodating transportation system is essential for the Austin community, Chicago's largest 

community,” said Ford. “If we want to strengthen businesses, reduce unemployment, and promote a vision for a vibrant 

community, we must have a transportation system that connects people in every direction.  I look forward to continuing to 

work with CTA's President Forrest Claypool, elected officials, community residents, business owners, and all community 

stakeholders to have the best possible transportation system in the Austin community.”  

 

In communication received by Rep. Ford, President Claypool stated: ”We also discussed the possible re-opening of the 

shuttered Blue Line station at Central, but acknowledged that without identified funding for renovations, it would be 

difficult to re-open the station.  We both agreed to continue to work on a long-term plan for the re-build of the Forest Park 

branch of the Blue Line, as part of the reconstruction of the I-290/Eisenhower corridor.  I appreciate the opportunity to 

work with you on these transportation improvements for the Austin community.” 

 

For more information, contact one of Ford’s constituent service offices: 816 S. Oak Park Avenue in Oak Park at 708-445-

3673, 4800 W. Chicago Avenue in Chicago at 773-378-5902 or in the Stratton Office Building in Springfield at 217-782-

5962.  
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