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Ford and Conceal & Carry of Guns in Illinois 
 
CHICAGO – In reaction to the recent actions of the Illinois General Assembly on the issue of conceal and carry of 

guns in Illinois, state Rep. La Shawn K. Ford (D-Chicago) has made this statement: 

 

“Chicago’s 7th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals ruling requires the General Assembly and the Governor to implement 

a conceal and carry law in Illinois by Tuesday, July 9, 2013.  There have been no real indications that the court 

would grant Illinois an extension past the July 9th deadline. 

 

“House Bill 183 certainly is far from perfect, but the passage of a bill was necessary to move the process forward.  It 

is clear that neither proponents nor opponents of the issue were satisfied with the final bill.  The choice was clear: 

either pass a bill and send it to the Governor for further action, or vote no.  A No vote on HB183 was a essentially a 

vote for open carry with no restrictions on carrying guns in Illinois; a Yes vote would meet the 7th Circuit Court's 

deadline.  Given the pressing circumstances, I felt it would have been unreasonable to vote No or Present, so I voted 

Yes for HB183. 

 

“As we move closer to a more responsible conceal and carry law in Illinois, the Governor's veto of House Bill 183, 

with changes, is the next step in the process.  The Governor's amendatory veto of HB183 is reasonable and I will 

support the Governor's action by voting No on the motion to override HB183.” 

 

For more information, contact one of Ford’s constituent service offices: 816 S. Oak Park Avenue in Oak Park at 708-

445-3673, 4800 W. Chicago Avenue in Chicago at 773-378-5902 or in the Stratton Office Building in Springfield at 

217-782-5962.   
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