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Ford Legislation Changing the Way U.S. Elects Presidents Signed into Law 
CHICAGO – State Rep. La Shawn K. Ford (D-Chicago) announced on Monday that legislation he sponsored creating an interstate compact that would guarantee that the winner of the national popular vote is elected president was signed into law.  Ford’s law makes Illinois the third state to ratify the agreement.

Known as the National Popular Vote bill, Ford’s House Bill 1685 would award Illinois’ Electoral College electors to the candidate that wins the national popular vote, provided that enough states equaling a majority of electoral votes also ratify the agreement.
“The Electoral College is outdated and anti-democratic, and as we saw in the 2000 election, able to elect a president that did not receive the most votes by the people,” Ford said.  “A lot of Americans lost faith in our electoral process after the 2000 election, and this interstate agreement sends the message that the will of the people should be respected.”
The U.S. Constitution specifies that the office of president is elected by an Electoral College, but gives states the power to determine how electoral votes are awarded.  If enough states representing 270 electoral votes ratifies identical language to Ford’s House Bill 1685, Illinois’ electoral votes would be awarded to the candidate that receives the most votes nationwide.
“This new law doesn’t eliminate the Electoral College, it simply finds a smart way around it,” Ford added.  “As a bonus, Illinois can again become an important player in the election for president.”

For more information, please contact Rep. Ford’s constituent service office at (773) 378-5902 or visit www.nationalpopularvote.com.
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