
 

July 22, 2020 

How the “Feds” Could Help Chicago 

For weeks now, President Trump has described Chicago as a city with an out-of-control crime problem, and he 

said he was going to send in federal agents to do something about it. But, I and many others were very 

concerned that unidentified combat-like officers would be pulling up in our neighborhoods and pushing 

residents into unmarked vans for detention for unnamed crimes, as we have seen in Portland, Oregon. Such 

action would not decrease crime but would likely incite more crime and violence. I was also concerned that 

subcontracted “agents-for-hire” might even be used in these operations.  

But now, according to the Chicago Tribune, “Mayor Lightfoot said she believes that ‘the Trump administration is 

not going to foolishly deploy unnamed agents to the streets of Chicago.’  

“‘The mayor said she is expecting an influx of staffing in local crime-fighting arms of the FBI, the U.S. Drug 

Enforcement Administration and the federal Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives, and that U.S. 

Attorney John Lausch, who runs the local office, will be coordinating crime-fighting efforts in tandem with local 

law enforcement.” 

I welcome this type of assistance that should have been present long ago, should be increased, and should be 

on-going. 

According to the Chicago Tribune, homicides in Chicago are up about 25% for the year so far. Assistance to stop 

the flow of illegal guns and drugs into our communities and to help solve crimes can help to stem the bloodshed. 

In addition, here are five areas where the federal government could help us in Chicago: 

1. We need to continue the work to achieve true police reform, with federal oversight.  

2. We need to strengthen, and not eliminate, the Affordable Care Act to protect the health of families. To 

address violence, we need to use our newly formed West Side Behavioral Health Task Force to bring in 

mental health care and trauma support to those who need it. Violence is a result of poverty, and must 

be addressed with human services and support. Limiting access to food stamps (SNAP) must be 

reversed. 

3. We need more federal job recruitment efforts, along with community-based violence reduction 

interventions that have been shown to work. 

4. We need great amounts of additional capital to truly rebuild our communities and put our communities 

back to work. Illinois is a donor state when it comes to taxes – we contribute more in taxes than we 

receive back in support. Our congressional delegation should fight to bring more federal revenue back to 

Illinois. 



5. We need the Department of Housing and Urban Development to give out more Section 8 vouchers to 

those in need. The ideal approach would be to make the Housing Choice Voucher program available to 

all renters whose income is low enough to qualify.  

Many options are open to us if we have the will to work productively, with federal help. 

Sincerely,  

 

La Shawn K. Ford 

State Representative-Eighth District 


