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Ford Calls on Trump to Declare $8 Billion  

State of Emergency for Chicago’s Blacks 
 

As President Trump declares a national emergency to access billions of dollars to build a border wall, I 
call on President Trump, especially during Black History Month, to declare a State of Emergency for 
Chicago’s Blacks. All of Chicago will improve when Black lives improve, and when the West and South 
Sides improve. 
  
President Trump has shown a lot of concern about violence and other issues in Chicago before and 
during his presidency. But President Trump continues to pander to blacks in Chicago - the $8 billion wall is 
a slap in the face of families who are struggling to eat. We demand resources that will lift families out of 
poverty, not wasteful spending that will give contract opportunities to his cronies. In August 2018 I asked 
publicly on "Fox & Friends" for President Donald Trump's help, but I have not heard a response with 
substance. If there is $8 billion available for a wall on the Mexican border, surely resources are available 
to: stimulate economic development and TIF reforms on the West and South Sides; provide resources to 
help ex-offenders be included in the mainstream economy; fight the heroin overdose crisis with more and 
better treatment; improve mental health and trauma treatment; provide high quality education throughout 
our city, not just in selective enrollment schools; provide fair contracts without cronyism; grow small 
businesses; reform our criminal justice system; and, improve race relations within the Chicago Police 
Department to promote healing in our city. 
 
As Mayor of Chicago, I will fight for federal revenue to deal with problems like drugs and illegal guns flowing into 
Chicago. Chicago can no longer afford to be a donor state. We have problems that require federal help. As 
Mayor, we will fight for resources to help solve our city’s problems. 
 
In truth, a new Black History can be made in our time - right now - if we use federal, state and city 
resources, through political will, to address the greatest needs and eliminate the disparities so apparent 
on the West and South Sides. I challenge President Trump and all of us to address these challenges. 

 
For more information, please visit www.FordforChicago.com. 
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