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Ford Hosts IIT Basketball Team on WVON Radio in Quest to Save Sports Program 
CHICAGO – Supporting student-athletes who compete in the classroom and on the court, state Rep. La Shawn K. Ford (D-Chicago) is hosting Illinois Institute of Technology basketball coach Antwon Harmon Johnson and members of the men’s and women’s teams who learned that university president John Anderson was abruptly cutting the program.

In a statement to faculty, staff and students, Anderson indicated his decision was “based on looking at the breadth of student extracurricular experiences and assessing those areas where more investment would positively impact the greatest number of our students.” The athletic department budget is not being reduced, rather funds are being “redirected to areas that can have a greater impact on varsity and intramural athletics.” 

“These students are impressive in the classroom and on the court, and have shown that they aren’t ready to give up and accept this decision, which is why I invited them to join me on the radio Sunday night,” Ford said.  “Hopefully we can reach enough people to convince IIT to reverse this decision.” 

The players have rallied support from the student body, faculty, alumni, family and the community-at-large via an ongoing petition drive, media alerts and meetings with public officials, community organizers and university personnel. Parents have expressed frustration with the lack of prior notification, opportunities to discuss options or even a phase-out plan. 
Illinois Institute of Technology was one of the founding members of Chicagoland Collegiate Athletic Conference basketball dating back to 1972. The men’s team has made incremental improvement throughout its history, adding one or two victories a year since 2003. The men’s team experienced its first conference victory in the 2008-2009 season after seven freshmen were successfully recruited. One player was also named to the CCAC first team and one player named to the CCAC second team.

The women’s team has also demonstrated substantial success under Coach Johnson’s leadership. In the 2007-2008 season, the women’s basketball team won more games than ever before in a single season. The 2008-2009 season produced two CCAC All-Conference players while another player was named CCAC All-Academic and reached 1000 career points in her 2008-2009 season. 

The basketball student-athletes are architecture, business, psychology and engineering majors who chose IIT for its stellar academic reputation and the opportunity to play a sport they love and have played most of their lives. While their scholarships will be honored, the late announcement provides little time for students to seek other options.

“Athletics and extracurricular activities play an important role in providing a well-rounded college experience, and these student-athletes work and study hard and are not starstruck about the prospect of playing in the NBA or WNBA,” Ford said.  “They are disillusioned, however, about how Mr. Anderson came to and executed his decision.” 
The IIT teams will join Ford on Sunday, April 12 from 9 p.m. to 10 p.m. on his WVON Radio AM 1690 show.  For more information, please contact Rep. Ford’s constituent service office at (773) 378-5902. 
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