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Ford Advances Major Reform of State Drug Laws to Keep Some Second-Time Offenders Out of Jail 
SPRINGFIELD, IL – On Wednesday, the House Criminal Law committee unanimously approved an amendment offered by State Rep. La Shawn K. Ford (D-Chicago) to allow probation for drug offenders with previous misdemeanor cannabis offenses.  Currently, any previous arrests for marijuana possession make an offender ineligible for probation.
“Our prisons are clogged with nonviolent drug offenders, costing our state millions of dollars and ruining countless lives,” Ford said.  “If we can keep these people out of incarceration and get them back into rehabilitation programs, we stand a better chance of attaining the true goal of our criminal justice system, which is to reduce crime and recidivism in Illinois.”
Amendment 2 to Ford’s House Bill 67 allows persons with a previous misdemeanor cannabis offense to receive probation for a second probation-eligible violation of the Cannabis Control Act, the Illinois Controlled Substances Act, and the Methamphetamine Control and Community Protection Act.  Under current law, all prior cannabis offenses make a second-time offender ineligible for probation.  Ford’s measure could allow thousands of offenders to return to drug treatment programs for another chance to clean up their lives.

“I think we are going to see a movement across the country to keep nonviolent drug offenders out of prison and instead put them back in programs to try to get them clean,” Ford said.  “Incarceration is costly to taxpayers and it overloads prosecutors who need to focus available resources on gangs and those who traffic and manufacture drugs.”
Ford’s legislation is now before the full House of Representatives for further consideration.  For more information, please contact Rep. Ford’s constituent service office at (773) 378-5902.
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