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Ford Urges U.S. Congress to Recognize the Contributions of African-American Slaves
CHICAGO – In honor of Black History Month and because the contributions of African-American slaves are so often overlooked, state Rep. La Shawn K. Ford (D-Chicago) has introduced a House Resolution urging the U.S. Congress to officially recognize the contributions of African-American slaves to the development of the United States.

“The contributions of slaves to our country, whether it is the physical acts of building a nation’s commercial infrastructure or the moral courage in serving in our military, are usually not taught to our citizens,” Ford said.  “Hopefully my resolution will remind people how we got to be the great nation we are today and will result in more widespread teaching of our heritage.”
Ford’s House Resolution 86 urges the United States Congress to declare each February 28th as “Honor the Contributions of African-American Slaves in the United States Day.”  Approximately 645,000 slaves were brought to the United States, and by the 1860 census, the slave population was approximately 4 million.  Slave labor was critical to the development of the U.S. maritime industry and a strong agricultural industry that included tobacco, sugar cane and cotton.

“Students learn about the horrors of slavery, as they should, but I think we should also be teaching them that the success we share today as a people could not have been possible without the contributions of slaves,” Ford said.  “This is a way for all students to share in the celebration of Black History Month because it demonstrates that black history is American history.”
Ford’s resolution passed the House State Government and Administration Committee unanimously and is before the full House for further consideration.  For more information, please contact Rep. Ford’s constituent service office at (773) 378-5902. 
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