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FORD HOSTS EARLY CHILDHOOD

 

CARE FORUM IN BERWYN

 

First-term lawmaker highlights available services and his commitment to early childhood care 

CHICAGO – Newly inaugurated state Rep. La Shawn K. Ford (D-Chicago) is wasting no time in working 
to address serious issues as he welcomed community residents, service providers and child care advocates to 
a community forum on early childhood care and education Friday at the Berwyn Recreation Center. 

“There is no doubt that early childhood care and education, especially preschool programs, increase the 
chances of success for our children,” Ford said.  “My goal is to let the residents of Berwyn know about 
available childcare options and that I will work to continue the progress our state has made in recent years on 
this issue.” 

In 2006, Illinois created the Preschool for All program through a $45 million expansion to the Early 
Childhood Education Block Grant.  The program expanded funding to allow all communities in the state to 
offer preschool in a variety of settings, while maintaining the state’s commitment to preschool for at-risk 
children and communities.  Preschool for All, along with a three-year $90 million expansion of early 
childhood education funding, earned Illinois top recognition from PreK Now, a Washington D.C.-based early 
childhood education advocacy group. 

In a recent study conducted by the University of North Carolina, children who received quality early 
childhood education had dramatically higher IQ scores, were less likely to repeat a grade in school, and had 
higher achievement scores throughout high school than students who did not receive such services.   

“Children who receive early education services historically do better in school and have a better shot at 
having successful futures,” said Deanna Durica of the Ounce of Prevention Fund, an early childhood 
advocacy group and participant in Friday’s forum.  “In addition to continuing our commitment to providing 
high-quality early childhood care and education services to our children, we need to work hard to make sure 
parents have as much information as possible on the options available to them.” 

For more information on early childhood care, education and programs, please call Rep. Ford’s constituent 
service office at (773) 378-5902. 
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