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Ford and Boy Scouts Launch  

New Boy Scout Troop in Austin  

CHICAGO – Working with leaders of the Boy Scouts and the community, state Rep. La Shawn K. Ford (D-

Chicago) has helped to launch a new Boy Scout Troop in the Austin community on the West Side of Chicago. 

 

“I am proud to announce the kick-off for the Illinois State Boy Scout Troop 606,” said Ford. “As the Troop's 

Committee Chairman, I must announce that this is an amazing opportunity for our families.  The Boy Scouts of 

America (BSA) is a part of the fabric of America's culture, bringing every community together to build stronger 

youth and support for parents.  During a time of budget cuts, closed non-profit organizations which have 

provided support for families in the past, and the on-going violence affecting our youth, the BSA is still around 

and is stronger than ever.  Illinois Boy Scout Troop 606 of young citizens will take a leadership role to improve 

the West Side.  The youth will be a model of hope and possibility for every family they touch!” said Ford. 

 

The Boy Scouts of America (BSA) is one of the largest youth organizations in the United States, with 2.7 

million youth members and over 1 million adult volunteers.  Since its founding in 1910 as part of the 

international Scout Movement, more than 110 million Americans have been members of the BSA. 

The BSA's goal is to train youth in responsible citizenship, character development, and self-reliance through 

participation in a wide range of outdoor activities, educational programs, and, at older age levels, career-oriented 

programs in partnership with community organizations. For younger members, the Scout method is part of the 

program to inculcate typical Scouting values such as trustworthiness, good citizenship, and outdoors skills, 

through a variety of activities such as camping, aquatics, and hiking. 

 

“I want to thank Lou Sandoval, Council Commissioner, Boy Scouts of America - Chicago Area Council; 

Dwayne Hunter, Field Director; and Julio Aravello, District Executive,” said Ford. “I also have to thank our 

Scout Master, Rev. Charles Brown, for answering the call and accepting the leadership role. At our next meeting 

on October 4, 2014, we will plan our first camping trip to Twin Lake, Michigan.  The trip will be October 10-12, 

2014.   It's not too late for youth from 11-18 years old to sign up!  Don't miss this opportunity!  Interested 

persons may email me at repford@lashawnford.com and I will follow-up with the details,” said Ford. 

 

For more information, contact one of Ford’s constituent service offices: 816 S. Oak Park Avenue in Oak Park at 

708-445-3673, 4800 W. Chicago Avenue in Chicago at 773-378-5902 or in the Stratton Office Building in 

Springfield at 217-782-5962.  
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