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Ford Introduces Bill to Address Sexting in Schools  

CHICAGO – To prevent inappropriate images from being sent to and from young students in school, 

resulting in lasting emotional damage and possible criminal charges, state Rep. La Shawn K. Ford, D-

Chicago, has introduced a bill to require school boards to adopt rules on sending sexually explicit text 

messages or images. 

 

“Although technology can provide more effective ways of educating students, it also unfortunately 

leaves room for abuse by some young and impulsive children who send inappropriate content through 

cell phones and computers that can be damaging,” Ford said.  “Sexting can’t be undone, and students 

need to face clear disciplinary actions to discourage and deter the harm done by sexting.” 

 

Ford’s House Bill 6228 provides that each school board would adopt a rule regarding sexually explicit 

text or images by students. Student discipline policies must include the new rule along with any penalty 

for violating this rule, including local, state, or federal laws or penalties. State law will not determine 

local policies, but Ford believes it is important for local districts to have policies in place, just as they do 

for bullying, truancy, and other school-related issues. 

 

According to the Illinois Attorney General’s office, 20 percent of teens have sent or posted nude or 

semi-nude photos or videos of themselves. Additionally, 39 percent of teens, 37 percent girls and 40 

percent boys, have sent sexually suggestive messages. Sexting is illegal for anyone under 18, and it is a 

crime to take, possess, or transmit a naked image of a person under the age of 18 that can result in being 

placed on the sex offender registry.  

 

“Things that are posted online can have long-term consequences, can resurface when a student applies 

for a job, or can be used by predators,” Ford said. “I encourage parents to talk to their children about the 

consequences of sexting and monitor their children’s internet use. I ask my colleagues in the legislature 

to support this bill to protect our children from devastating social, emotional and psychological damages 

caused by sexually inappropriate messages.”  

 

For more information, please contact one of Ford’s constituent service offices: 4800 W. Chicago 

Avenue in Chicago at 773-378-5902 or 239-E Stratton Office Building in Springfield at 217-782-5962. 
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