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Ford Leads Bipartisan Effort to Help Ex-offenders 

Springfield, IL- State Representative La Shawn K. Ford (D-Chicago) led a bipartisan effort last week to 

pass legislation through the House of Representatives which will seal certain non-violent offenses, helping 
ex-offenders become more productive citizens.  House Bill (HB) 3061, which Ford introduced, now heads to 
the Senate. 
 
"As Chairman of the Restorative Justice Committee, this is a huge step in the right direction", said Ford. 
"Community members and advocacy groups have been fighting for the sealing law for ten years. The 
passage of HB 3061 builds on the hard work of former State Representative Connie Howard and ten years of 

involvement by community and advocacy groups,” said Ford.  HB3061 passed with 65 yes votes, including 
21 from Republican members.   

HB 3061 adds eight felony convictions to the sealing law that represented the most common barriers: theft, 

retail theft, burglary, possession with intent to deliver, possession of stolen motor vehicle, deceptive practice 
and forgery.  Sealing locks away, but does not destroy, certain criminal records.  Sealing allows certain 
agencies, such as law enforcement, schools, park districts, child service, health care and banking to continue 
to have access to the records.   
 

"It is never easy for us to vote for legislation that seems politically unpopular, but I believe that this 
measure is right for the people of Illinois. The passage of this bill in the House is a great example of a 

bipartisan effort. This proves we can move Illinois forward and bring about real change to improve the 
quality of life for families when we are willing to work together. It is my hope that we can continue to work 
together on issues that are good for the people of Illinois," said Ford.  

HB 3061 helps individuals looking for a chance to remove barriers that have been put into place because of 
their past record.  “This bill will allow those who would be tax burdens to become assets to the state by 
working and paying taxes.  President Reagan once said ‘The best social service is a job’.  Parents will 
become independent and no longer be dependent on the state for social services, which cost the state 
billions each year,” said Ford. 

"I want to thank Attorney Melissa Williams of the Wiley Resource Center for bringing this bill to me on behalf 
of the community. Melissa Williams and her agency should be commended for two years of hard work as an 
unfunded, not-for-profit agency in Illinois. Her grassroots efforts in calling and personally meeting with 
members really helped bring an understanding of this issue, and helped us pass this bill," said Ford. 

"We would also like to thank the Safer Foundation, Shriver Center, Cabrini Green Legal Aid, Heartland 
Alliance, and Chicago Jobs Council who help to make this victory possible, as well as the many citizens from 

the community who worked so hard by making phone calls and sending emails," Ford concluded. 

For more information, contact one of Ford’s constituent service offices: 816 S. Oak Park Avenue in Oak Park 
at (708) 445-3673, 5104 W. Chicago Avenue in Chicago at (773) 378-5902 or in the Stratton Office Building 
in Springfield at (217) 782-5962, or visit www.lashawnford.com. 
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