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Ford Passes Bill in House to Protect the  
Privacy of HIV Positive Students 

 
Springfield, IL – Today House Bill 61, introduced by State Rep. La Shawn K. Ford (D-Chicago), was passed 

by the House of Representatives.  House Bill 61 would strike down a law that requires a local health department 

to notify a student’s principal if the student was HIV positive.  State law previously required that whenever a 

child of school age is reported to the Department of Public Health or a local health department as having been 

diagnosed as having AIDS or HIV, that department was to give prompt and confidential notice of the identity of 

the child to the principal of the school in which the child is enrolled; and if the child is enrolled in a public 

school, the principal shall disclose the identity of the child to the superintendent of the school district in which 

the child resides.  Others in the school, such as the school nurse, classroom teachers or other persons as may be 

necessary, could also be informed. 

 

"Rep. Ford has sponsored this bill for the past five years, and his leadership and persistence have finally paid 

off," said Ann Fisher, executive director of AIDS Legal Council of Chicago (ALCC).  "AIDS Legal Council of 

Chicago and AIDS Foundation of Chicago (AFC) are grateful for Rep. Ford's support and thank his colleagues 

in the House who voted for the bill."  

 

ALCC supervisory attorney, Colleen Boraca, stated, "Over twenty-five years after this law's passage in 1987, it 

is well known that HIV is not transmitted through biting, sports, or other casual contact. School personnel are 

trained to treat all fluids with universal precautions, further making this law unnecessary.  We are more 

concerned about the privacy of the student and their family.”   

 

“Times have changed, and the Illinois Principals Association was no longer against this change in Illinois law.  

There is no need for a principal or superintendent to know that one of their students has HIV,” said Ford.  

“Older students may refuse to get HIV testing if they know that if they have a positive test result, their principal 

and others in the school may find out the results.  We need to do more HIV tests, not fewer, and this change in 

the law will help to protect the privacy of students, help us to do more HIV tests, and prevent the spread of 

HIV,” said Ford. 

 

"Illinois has moved one step closer to parity with the other 49 states.  We applaud Illinois for protecting the 

medical privacy of Illinois families and students affected by HIV," said Ramon Gardenhire, AFC's director of 

government relations. "We urge the Illinois Senate to take up this issue quickly and remove this barrier to HIV 

testing of youth." 

  

For more information, contact one of Ford's constituent service offices: 816 S. Oak Park Avenue in Oak Park at 

708-445-3673, 5104 W. Chicago Avenue in Chicago at 773-378-5902 or in the Stratton Office Building in 

Springfield at 217-782-5962.  More information is found at www.lashawnford.com. 


