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Ford Salutes Black History Month – Is Named Chair 
of Restorative Justice Committee 

Also files Resolution asking for Commission to address Black Problems, and plans the Black Act 

 
Chicago – As state Representative La Shawn K. Ford (D-Chicago) salutes Black History Month 2013, 

which honors the societal contributions of African Americans, he also announces that he has been 

named Chair of the Restorative Justice Committee of the House of Representatives in the 98
th

 General 

Assembly.  “It is an honor to be named Chair of the Restorative Justice Committee, and I look forward 

to working with other committee members on important issues that deal with restoring justice for 

citizens of Illinois,” said Ford.  Restorative justice involves both victim and offender and focuses on 

their personal needs. In addition, it provides help for the offender in order to avoid future offenses.  

“As we begin Black History Month, which recognizes the significant contributions of African 

Americans to our society, we must also continue to work hard to restore justice for many citizens who 

have been involved in the criminal justice system, including a disproportionate number of African 

Americans,” said Ford. 

 

Today marks the start of Black History Month 2013. In 1976 President Gerald Ford supported Carter 

G. Woodson and other leaders to expand Black History week to a full month, urging Americans to 

"seize the opportunity to honor the too-often neglected accomplishments of Black Americans in every 

area of endeavor throughout our history." 

  

“We have celebrated Black History Month for almost 40 years, with a lesson to teach all Americans, a 

lesson that speaks to the need for our society to restore justice in America.  As of the end of January 

2013, there have already been 42 homicides in Chicago this year.  These crimes are mostly happening 

in our Black communities.  People use guns to kill, but injustice is at the root of this problem in our 

society.  These crimes also occur as a result of the major unemployment crisis in our Black 

communities and the number of formerly incarcerated citizens returning to our Black communities 

who cannot find jobs.  Unemployment is a lingering problem for the economy as a whole but is much 

worse for blacks: according to December 2012 data from the Illinois Department of Employment 

Security, the unemployment rate for blacks in Illinois was 16.0% (18.1% for Black men), compared to 

7.7% for whites and 8.9% for all workers.  75.5% of homicide victims in the state of Illinois are Black, 

and in the first 6 months of 2012, when there was a 38% increase in the homicide rate, 77.6% of 

homicide victims in the city of Chicago were Black.  The Black communities are also where public 

schools are closing their doors and where most of the remaining schools are failing.  The teen birth rate 

in the United States was recently 38.1 births for every 1,000 teens, but in a comparable time period in 
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Illinois the teen birth rate was 77.9 births for every 1,000 teens for Black teens, while the white teen 

birth rate was 20.6 per every 1,000 teens.  The inmate population in the Illinois correctional system is 

approximately 58% black, and the high proportion of young black males with criminal convictions is a 

well-recognized phenomenon,” said Ford. 

 

Ford also notes, “Today I introduced House Resolution 48, calling on Governor Quinn to establish a 

Commission to confront the devastations affecting our Black communities.  Our Black communities 

must use this month to fight for change in our Black communities.  History teaches us lessons dating 

back to the freeing of Black slaves and other movements like the Labor Movement, the Civil Rights 

Movement, the Women’s Movement and the recent push for immigration reform and marriage 

equality.  Our Black communities must say enough is enough when the killings and other social 

problems seem to overwhelmingly and predominately impact African Americans,” said Ford. 

  

Rep. Ford concludes, “I am also preparing a proposal called the Black Act, standing on the shoulders 

of the Civil Rights Act and the Voting Rights Act, to help deal with the problems in our Black 

communities.  The Black Act will call for all people of all races to work together to help with these 

problems. Most of all, it will call on Black people to begin to recognize the strengths they already 

have, with the aim of building stronger communities and stronger relationships with their government, 

universities, churches and other places of worship, the police, and other community leaders, including 

Blacks who no longer live in Black majority communities.”  

 

“The next step is to put together the Black Act to deal with Black problems,” said Ford. “Contact me at 

BlackAct@lashawnford.com with ideas and input.”  

 
For more information, contact one of Ford's constituent service offices; call the Oak Park office at (708) 445-

3673 or the Chicago office at (773) 378-5902, or visit www.lashawnford.com. 


